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In independent claim 1, the term "appl icati on" used on lines 3 and 11 of 
page 1 of the claims, which appears to be essenti al for the definiti on 
of the claimed playback apparatus, is not defi ned, nor is it a term with 
a wel 1 -recognized and preci se meaning in the art . Furthermore, the fact 
that the "appl icati on" can be "played back" (as specified on lines 2-3 
of page 1 of the claims) , as e.g. audio and/or video information can be, 
and, at the same time, the "appl ication" can "request" a pre-determi ned 
unit of the c 1 aimed apparatus t o perform certai n tasks (as specified on 
line 11 of page 1 of the claims) , as e.g. an executable program could 
request, throws further doubt on the nature of the entity referred t o by 
the said term. 

When turning to the descripti on for support , the ski lied person finds a 
definition of the said term, given however in the context of the Blu-ray 
disc technol ogy, in particul ar , in the context of the bd-rom format 
(lines 11-12 on page 1, lines 4-5 on page 15, lines 7-17 on page 15, 
lines 7-10 and 17-19 on page 17, lines 16-21 on page 9, lines 17-18 and 
27-28 on page 64 of the description) . However , the detai 1 s of the 
BD-ROM, e.g. the Basic Format Speci fications , the Fi 1 e System 
Speci fications and concepts underlyi ng its usage , which are needed by 
the ski 1 led person t o understand and carry out the c 1 aimed i nvention , 
are not publ i c i n the sense of Rule 64. 1 PCT . 

Therefore the claimed inventi on is not suffici ently disclosed, contrary 
t o Art . 5 PCT. Hence it is not meani ngful t o carry out a complete 
search. 

According to the descripti on, line 23 on page 2 to line 16 page 3, the 
invention is aimed at ensuring the seamless repl acement of vari ous 
information files stored on the local storage , i.e. a hard disk, of a 
bd-rom player, when new content is acquired duri ng playback. The search 
has been restricted t o those documents that address the same technical 
probl em. 

The appl icant ' s attenti on is drawn t o the fact that c 1 aims rel ating t o 
inventi ons i n respect of which no i nternati onal search report has been 
establ i shed need not be the subject of an i nternati onal prel iminary 
exami nation (Rule 66 . 1(e) PCT) . The appl icant i s advi sed that the epo 
pol icy when acting as an Intemati onal Prel imi nary Examining Authority i s 
normal ly not t o carry out a prel iminary exami nation on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespecti ve of whether or not the 
claims are amended fol lowing receipt of the search report or duri ng any 
Chapter II procedure. If the appl icati on proceeds into the regi onal phase 
before the EPO, the appl icant i s remi nded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidel ine C-VI , 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Articl e 17(2) decl arati on be 
overcome. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

■Bi J nation on patent f am!!/ members 



Intern^wnal Application No 

PCT/JP2005/013785 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


WO 


2004030356 


A 


08-04-2004 


AU 
EP 


2003268656 
1553769 


Al 
Al 


19-04-2004 
13-07-2005 


EP 


1553769 


A 


13-07-2005 


AU 

wo 


2003268656 
2004030356 


Al 
Al 


19-04-2004 
08-04-2004 


EP 


1513152 


A 


09-03-2005 


WO 


2005022537 


Al 


10-03-2005 


WO 


2005055206 


A 


16-06-2005 


us 


2005131858 


Al 


16-06-2005 


US 


2002199205 


Al 


26-12-2002 


NONE 








EP 


1463314 


A 


29-09-2004 


JP 
US 


2004282754 
2004223726 


A 

Al 


07-10-2004 
11-11-2004 


WO 


2004 049710 


A 


10-06-2004 


us 


2005105888 


Al 


19-05-2005 


US 


2005105888 


Al 


19-05-2005 


wo 


2004 049710 


Al 


10-06-2004 


wo 


2004025651 


A 


25-03-2004 


AU 
CA 
EP 


2003264414 
2497697 
1551027 


Al 
Al 
Al 


30-04-2004 
25-03-2004 
06-07-2005 


EP 


1551027 


A 


06-07-2005 


AU 
CA 

wo 


2003264414 
2497697 
2004025651 


Al 
Al 
Al 


30-04-2004 
25-03-2004 
25-03-2004 


wo 


2005036383 


A 


21-04-2005 


NONE 








us 


5644782 


A 


01-07-1997 


NONE 








us 


6604236 


Bl 


05-08-2003 


NONE 











Form PCT/1SA/21 0 (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



